
THE GLOBAL SCALE 
OF ENGLISH IN ACTION

LISTENING

24 30 38 43-50 54 65 74
<A1 A1 C1 C2A2 B1 B2+ + +

10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90

CFER

GSE

Can 
understand 
short, simple 
instructions 
addressed 
carefully and 
slowly. 

Can note 
down a 
phone 
number from 
a recorded 
message.

Can follow 
 an animated 
conversation 
between 
two fl uent 
speakers. 

Can generally 
identify 
the topic of 
discussion 
around 
them when 
conducted 
slowly and 
clearly. 

Can 
understand 
standard 
speech 
 on familiar 
matters, 
 with some 
repetition or 
reformulation.

Can generally Can generally Can generally 

NEWS!

Can follow Can follow Can follow Can follow Can follow Can follow Can follow Can follow 

Can follow 
many fi lms 
in which 
visuals and 
action carry 
much of the 
storyline.

Can follow 
most of 
a clearly 
structured 
presentation 
within their 
own fi eld.

Can extract 
the main 
points from 
news items, 
etc. with 
opinions, 
arguments 
and 
discussion.



<A1 A1 C1 C2A2 B1 B2+ + +

10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90

THE GLOBAL SCALE 
OF ENGLISH IN ACTION

SPOKEN INTERACTION

22 34 42 60 66 7251 CFER

GSE

Can ask for 
and tell time 
of day and 
date.

Can say what 
they like and 
dislike.

Can give 
short, basic 
descriptions 
of events and 
activities.

Can repeat 
back what is 
said to confi rm 
understanding 
and keep a 
discussion 
on course.

YESTERDAY I 
WENT TO THE 
STATION TO 
CATCH MY TRAIN

SO WHAT 
YOU MEAN
IS...

Can adjust to 
the changes 
of direction, 
style and 
emphasis 
normally 
found in 
conversation.

Can engage 
in extended 
conversation 
in a clearly 
participatory 
fashion on 
most general 
topics.

Can carry out 
an effective, 
fl uent interview, 
spontaneously 
following up 
on interesting 
replies.



COUNTER
ARGUMENT

OPINION

THE GLOBAL SCALE 
OF ENGLISH IN ACTION

WRITING

21 2830 38 47 56 62 70 75
<A1 A1 C1 C2A2 B1 B2+ + +

10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90

CFER

GSE

Can write 
a short, 
simple 
postcard, 
email or 
online 
posting. 

Can use 
very basic 
connectors 
like and, but, 
so and then.

Can use 
basic 
punctuation.

...AND..
.

...BUT..
.

...THEN
......SO...

BIG SMALL

COUNTERCOUNTERCOUNTERCOUNTER
ARGUMENT
COUNTER
ARGUMENT

LETTER OF
COMPALAINT
LETTER OF
COMPALAINT

Can write a 
description 
of a future 
event or 
activity.

Can 
summarise 
the main 
message 
from simple 
diagrams 
(e.g. graphs, 
bar charts).

Can make 
simple 
comparisons 
between 
people, places 
or things.

Can show the 
relationship 
between an 
opinion and 
a counter 
argument in 
a discursive 
text.

Can write 
a formal 
letter/email 
of thanks or 
apology with 
appropriate 
conventions.

Can write 
a letter of 
complaint 
with 
appropriate 
register, 
structure 
and 
conventions.



NEWS

IT’S THE 
SAME!

FACT OPINION

THE GLOBAL SCALE 
OF ENGLISH IN ACTION

READING

23 31 43 52 60 65 72

<A1 A1 C1 C2A2 B1 B2+ + +

10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90

CFER

GSE

Can read and 
understand 
simple prices. 

Can 
understand 
short written 
notices, 
signs and 
instructions 
with visual 
support. 

Can 
understand 
simple 
technical 
information 
(e.g. 
instructions 
for everyday 
equipment). 

COME IN WE’RE

OPEN

Can 
recognise 
the writer’s 
point of 
view in a 
structured 
text. 

Can 
distinguish 
between fact 
and opinion 
in complex 
formal 
contexts. 

Can recognise 
the repetition 
of ideas 
expressed by 
substitution, 
paraphrasing, 
etc. 

IDEA!

Can identify 
the main 
topic and 
related 
ideas in a 
structured 
text. 


